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Plant stories
aNd the world will bloom!
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PuTEyTE I0TOPIES KAl 0 KOopos Oa avOioel
Plant stories and the world will bloom!”

Mia popa Kai €vav kaipd, yevviaBnke €va naidi 1o onoio ABeAE va {noel KaAUTepa and Tou¢ NPWEC Twv
napapuBiwv nou {ouoave anAwg KaAd.

MeydAwve kar AAale. AidBade Kal PETapopewvorav.

Mvorav Aov Kixwmng Kai NOAEJOUCE TOUC avePOPUAOUC.

Mvorav ANKn kai {wvidveue 1a Baupara.

[vorav Pounév kai £owde 1a ddon.

Fvotav AUKOG Kal €QTiaxve ayEAEC nou Tpayoudouoav oto Peyyapl.

Mepvouoav 1a xpdvia, pa 0 Koopog 6ev AANale dnwg noBouok.

Kardgepe opwc va eridEer Evav dIkO Tou KOOPO. L€ pia auln pe knno. EBale péoa 0,11 ayanouok.
Mépaoav KiI GAAa xpdvia, kai apou yivotav 0Aoéva Kal 6opoTePOC e Ta dlapdcpard Tou, BpNRke T Auon.
"HpBe pBIvonwpo. Opywoe KaAd T yn Kai QUTEYE.

Xeipwviaoe. Mepipeve va Nwaoel 10 Asuko xali. BipAionapéa €ixe EKAEKTA Kal EKave unopovi.

Tnv dvoiEn neraxmkav 1a npwra uAAapdkia. MeydAwoav koppoi, kKAadid, Eenpopalav prnoupnoukia.
[€poe n Yuxn JE Xpwuara Kar apopara.

To kKalokaipr; Bapkeg, ionopopa, agpoorara, nodnAara... Ta&ideue naviou!

"HEepe nia pe BePaidtnia nw¢ pdvo €101 Ba Tov GAAaLE Tov KOopO.

"EyIve QuTEUTAG.

OUTEUTAC I0TOPIWMV PAYIKWV.

"Eonepve AEE€IC, Ninaive EIKOVEC, OKAMIZE payeia, nomde paviaoia Kai puipwvav lotopiec. Merd; KAadeue
ayann kai Xapie YNOUKETa aToug NEPACTIKOUC.

Mnoukéra ipnvng, eAnidag, duvaung, niotng oto aduvaro. Mnoukéra pIKpwv Baupdrwy yia Tov Kabéva.
KdBe avoi€n, ot 2 Tou AnpiAn, o1 10Topieg nou puTEUE AvBIZav Tov KAGHO.

A, ka1 g Ta EpyaoTnpIa KNMoUupIKNG poipalorav T yvoon ToU GUTEPATOC JE JEYAAOUC Kal JIKPOUC.

Kai éyive 0 knnog Tou 0 KAnog g EAnidac kair n auAi tou n AuAi tov Baupdrov, Pe Tov Bauparonold
nAvra eKei, va EETUNIYEI KOKKIVEG KAWOTEC 10TOPIV.

‘Eleva lNepikAéovs
Enitponoc Mpootaciac Twv Aikaiwpdrwv Tou NMaidiod tng Kunpiakig Anpokpariac
H ‘EAeva MepikAéoug yevvnBnKe pe pia ayoupa — 1n payoupa g avaZamong. Ano naidi Paleue AEEEIC,
napamnpouoe olwnéG Kal AKOUYE I0TOPIEC Nou TG YIBUpIZav Ta OEVIPA Kal 01 OENIDES TwV BIBAIwV.
Ynoudaoe Maidaywylkd Kar OUVEXIOE PE PETANTUXIOKES onoudEC otnv MepiBalovtiki Eknaibeuon, yiari
nioTEUE NWC n @POVTIdA yIa T @UoN Kal n epovrida yia 10 naidi eival ouykoIvwvouvta doxeia euaionaiac.
Ynpepa, we Enitponog Mpooraciag twv Aikaiwparwy 1ou Maidiou, unnperei e ouvenela 10 6papa piag
KOIVWVIaC nou aKoUEl, Katavoei kal aéBeral n uvn Tou naidiov. Méoa and 1o £pyo TN 0TNV EKNQAIOEU-
on, Tov noAImopd Kai Tn Aoyorexvia, unepaoniceral 1o dIKaiopa KABe naidiou otn {wn, otnv EKppacn, otn
OUPUETOXA Kal TNV NPOOacn oTnv TEXVN Kal 0ToV NOAITIOUO.
"Exe1 ek000€I €ikool oK1 BIBAIa yia naidid, eprfoug Kal VANIKES, NOAAG and Ta onoia €xouv TIUNBEI pE
Kparikd BpaBeia kai dIakpio€Ig and AoyoteXVIKOUC Qopeic atnv Kunpo kai otnv EANGDQ.

Motevel nw¢ KABE 10Topia ival €vac ondpog: Ki 6Tav QUIEVETAI IE ayann, 0 KGopog aveidel.

Elena Perikleous

Commissioner for the Protection of Children’s Rights, Republic of Cyprus

Elena Perikleous was born with an itch — the itch of searching. Since childhood, she gathered words,
observed silences, and listened to stories whispered by trees and book pages.

She studied Education and pursued postgraduate studies in Environmental Education, believing that
caring for nature and caring for children are vessels of the same sensitivity.

Today, as the Commissioner for the Protection of Children’s Rights, Elena consistently serves the
vision of a society that listens to, understands, and respects the voice of every child. Through her
work in education, culture, and literature, she defends every child’s right to life, expression,
participation, and access to art and culture.

Elena Perikleous has published twenty-eight books for children, young adults, and adults, many of
which have been honored with State Literature Awards and distinctions from literary organizations in
Cyprus and Greece.

She believes that every story is a seed — and when planted with love, the world blossoms.

Once upon a time, a child was born, longing to live better than the heroes of fairy tales—who only lived
happily ever after.

The child grew and changed, read, and became Don Quixote, battling windmills; Alice, bringing
wonder to life; Robin Hood, saving the forests; a wolf, gathering moon-singing packs.

Years passed, but the world remained untouched by the change once dreamed of.

Yet-the child managed to put together a brand new world within a garden courtyard, filled with
everything dear to the heart.

More years passed.

And as books whispered wisdom into the soul, the child knew what had to be done.

When autumn came, the earth was tilled and seeds were planted.

Winter arrived.

The child waited patiently for the white sheath to melt, nurtured by the company of budding books.
Then it was spring. Tender leaves shot out from the stems.

Trunks thickened, branches stretched, buds sprouted.

The child’s soul blossomed, filled with colours and scents.

And summer?

It was the time of boats, sailboats, hot-air balloons, bicycles... the time of travelling far and wide!
Now the child knew—without a doubt:

This was the way to change the world: by becoming a planter.

A planter of magical stories, sowing words, cultivating images, harvesting wonder, watering
imagination.

And so stories began to grow and spread.

Then?

The child pruned with love, gifting bouquets to passersby—

Bouquets of peace, hope, strength, and faith in the impossible.

Bouquets of small miracles, for each and every one.

Every spring, on the second of April,

the stories the child had sown set the world ablaze with bloom.

Oh, and through the gardening workshops, reaping wisdom was passed on to young and old alike.
And the child’s garden became the Garden of Hope,

the courtyard, the Courtyard of Wonders,

as the magician always held his ground—

unspooling red threads of storytelling into the breeze. Translator: Despina Pirketti

2avtpa EAevOepiov

H Xdvipa EAcuBepiou onoudaoe ypa@IKES TEXVES Kal ano 10 2004 epyaletal w¢ Ikovoypdeog, €xoviag
OUVEPYQOTE( PJE p1a NAEIA0O EKDOTIKWV OIKWV.

To €pyo ¢ €xel DIaKPIBEI aPKETEC POPEC, EAaBe €€ popég 10 Kpamko BpaBeio Eikovoypdpnong tou
Ynoupyeiou Maideiag kai MoAmopou Kunpou, Eknpoownnae Tnv narpida 1ng ornv Tipnmikn Aiota tou IBBY
2012 ka1 npordBnke yia 10 Bpapeio Aviepoev 2020. Ynnp&e pédoc tne Kpmkng Emrponnce Kpamkwv
BpaBeiwv Eikovoypdenong Kunpou kai EANGdag kai Arav unoyngia yia 1o Bpapeio Maviap Oiykapd —
['uvaikeg g Xpoviag 2018 kai 2022, omv kamyopia dnpioupyodc.

MapaMnAa pe v IKovoypdpnaon acxoAgital pe T cuyypa@n, dnou eniong €xel Bpapeutei. To «And Tnv
noAn €pxopal...», nou ypaye pe n GutouAa Bakava, BpaBelmnke and tov Kunpiako Luvosopo Maidikou
kal Neavikou BiBAiou — Cyprus IBBY. To Bearpiko «H enorpo®n Tou Xapévou npiykina» EAape énaivo ano
tov B0K. To BiBAio tn¢ «0O OUAakag Tou 8KIw — n apxn...» anéonace 10 Kpamnko Bpapeio Neavikng
Noyorexviac Kunpou.

To 2021, 10 6veEIpO TNC Va EIKOVOYpa@noel BIKO TNC KEIPEVO, EYIVE NPAYUATIKOTNTA OE JIa OUVEPYAOIQ PE
TIc Ekddaoeic Metaixpio pe 1o BIBAio «H daokdaAa pe pioeil». To 2022, Kukho@Opnoe 10 «Eioal aoTépi!» Kal
naAi ano 11 ekdooeIc Metaixpio.

Sandra Eleftheriou

Sandra Eleftheriou studied graphic arts and began her career as an illustrator in 2004. Since then, she
has collaborated with numerous publishing houses, and her work has achieved wide recognition,
earning multiple distinctions. She has been awarded the Cyprus National Prize for lllustration six times,
represented Cyprus on the 2012 IBBY Honour List, and was nominated for the Hans Christian Andersen
Award in 2020. Additionally, she was nominated for the Madame Figaro Women of the Year Awards in
the Creators category in 2018 and again in 2022. She has also served as a jury member for the National
llustration Awards in both Cyprus and Greece.

Beyond illustration, Eleftheriou is an accomplished author whose work has received significant
acclaim. She was awarded the Cyprus IBBY Award for “| Come from the City”, co-authored with Fytoula
Vakana. Her play “The Return of the Lost Prince” was honored by the Theatre Organization of Cyprus,
and her book “The Guardian of the 8: The Beginning” received the Cyprus National Award for Young
People’s Literature. In 2021, Eleftheriou realized her long-held ambition of illustrating her own texts
through a collaboration with Metaichmio Publications, resulting in the publication of “The Teacher
Hates Me!” (2021) and “You Are a Star!” (2022).

*The message was selected by the students from 19 schools across Cyprus, following a nationwide competition featuring distinguished Cypriot
authors and illustrators. To ensure fairness, all entries were submitted anonymously to the schools, with the creators’ identities disclosed only
after the final votes were counted.

Writer: Elena Perikleous https://elenaperikleous.com/
lllustrator: Sandra Eleftheriou https://www.facebook.com/sandraikones/ e https://www.instagram.com/sandraeleftheriou/



